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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGEOI ABIDJA II568 I3II55Z 
ACTION INR-07 

INEO OCT-OI AE-08 ISO-00 PM-04 EUR-I2 /032 W 

108378/17 

P I3II08Z DEC 76 

EM AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 

INEO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1244 

CONEIDENTIAL ABIDJAN 1 1568 

NOEORN 

E.O. 1 1652: CDS 
TAGS: PDEV, MASS, IV 

SUBJ: IVORY COAST INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION 

EOLLOWING SENT ACTION DIA, INEO AMEMBASSY LOME, OUAGADOUGOU, 
CONAKRY, BAMAKO, USDAO PARIS, USDAO DAKAR DEC 10 DEC 76 
EROM USDAO ABIDJAN, DTG I0I725Z DEC 76. REPEATED EOR 
YOUR INEO 

QUOTE 

CONEIDENTIA L/NOT RELESABLE TO EOREIGN NATIONALS 346 
DSC AYM 

SUBJ: THIS IS IR 685I0I2476 

1. IVORY COAST/FRANCE/GUINEA 

2. INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE(U) 

3. NA 

4. 761207 

5. ABIDJAN, IVORY COAST: 761207-761210 

6. A-LB-2 

7. PERSONAL OBSERVATION, FRENCH MILITARY OEEICERS (THREE 
ONE TIME SOURCES) 
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9.761210 
10. NA 

1. PG2200, 2220, 2240, 1300; IR 6851009176, 6851011576, 685100736, 

6851011176, 6851011376, INITIATIVE. 

12. USDAO: ABIDJAN, IVORY COAST 

13. N/A 

14. DAVID G. FOULDS, ETC, GS, ACTING DEFENSE ATTACHE 

15. NOFORN CAVEAT USED BECAUSE OF PLACEMENT OF SOURCES. 

THE INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE HELD IN KOUMASSI(SUBUERB) OF 
ABIDJAN ON 7 DEC76 WAS VERY IMPRESSIVE. OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
WERE THE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF AMX 13 TANKS FROM FOUR 
TO NINE AND THE APPEARANCE OF THREE FRENCH JAGUAR JET 
FIGHTER AICRAFT. ACCORDING TO FRENCH MIL CONTACTS THE 
AUGEMENTATION OF AMX TANKS (FOUR WITH 75MM GUNS AND FIVE 
WITH 90MM GUNS) WAS POSSIBLE BECAUSE THE FRENCH MILITARY 
BATTALION (4 BIMA) (SEE IR 6851007376 AND 6851009176) 

'LOANED' THE IVORIAN GOVT THE TANKS. THE TANKS 

ON LOAN, BELIEVED TO BE THE FIVE WITH THE 90MM GUNS WERE 
NEWLY PAINTED AND HAD IVORIAN MARKINGS. THE JAGUAR AIR- 
CRAFT WERE REPORTEDLY REQUESTED BY PRES HOUPHOUET PER- 
SONALLY FROM PRES GUISCARD DURING ONE OF HIS RECENT VISITS 
TO FRANCE. ALTHOUGH THESE THREE AIRCRAFT CAME FROM 
FRANCE (ALSOSEE IR 685101 1576) SPECIFICALLY FOR THE PAR- 
ADE, WITHIN ONE YEAR FOUR JAGUAR AIRCRAFT WILL BE BASED 
IN THE IVORY COAST. THE AIRCRAFT WILL INTIALLY BE STATION- 
ED IN ABIDJAN BUT LATER WILL BE MOVED TO BUAKE(741N- 
502W) (OR NEAR BOUAKE). THERE MAY ALSO BE AN AUGMENTATION 
OF APPROX FIFTY FRENCH AIR FORCE PERSONNEL TO SUPPOR THE 
JAGUARS AND FLY THEM. (COMMENT: THERE WERE 10-15 FRENCH 
AF PERSONNEL IN ABIDJAN DURING HE INDEP CEREMONIES, BUT 
NO ONE WOULD SAY EXACTLY WHY THEY WERE HERE. QUERIES 
WERE MET WITH "THEY ARE JUST PASSING THROUGH ".) 

ACCORDING TO ONE FRENCH MIL OFF THE TANKS AND PLANES WERE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 ABIDJA II568 131I55Z 

BROUGHT HERE SPECIFICALLY TO SHOW GUINEA THAT THE IVORY 
COAST HAS EQUIPMENT THAT WORKS, BECAUSE THAT IN GUINEA 
DOES NOT. 

COMMENT: INCREASED MILITARY INVENTORY IS PROBABLY IN 
PART DESIGNED TO SATISFY DEMANDS OF IVORIAN MILITARY FOR 
MORE SOPHISTICATED HARDWARE (SEE IRS' 685101 1 176 AND 6851011376). 
BUT IT ALSOSERVES AS A DEMONSTRATION TO IVORY COAST'S 
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NEIGHBORS THAT ITS MILITARY IS A FORCE TO BE RECKONED 
WITH. THE AVERAGE AFRICAN, AS WELL AS, MANY DIPLOMATIC 
PERSONNEL DO NOT KNOW WHO OWNS THE JAGUARS AND TANKS NOR 
WHO PILOTS THEM. THIS WAS BROUGHT HOME TO THE RO WHEN 
HE WAS ASKED BY THE ZAIRIAN CHARGE' ON 8 DEC 76 IF 
THE IVORY COAST OWNED THE JET AIRCRAFT HE SAW AT THE 
PARADE AND WHO WAS FLYING THEM. AS POINTED OUT IN 
PREVIOUS REPORTING PRESS HOUPHOUET HAS CAREFULLY NOTED 
THE STREAM OF RHETORICAL ATTACKS EMANATING IN RECENT 
WEEKS FROM CNAKRY AND IT LOOKS AS IF THE FRENCH ARE 
WILLING TO GO TO CONSIDERABLE EXPENSE TO ENABLE HIM TO 
MAKE AN OBLIQUE BUT EFFECTIVE REPLY. REPORTS OF AFLD 
CONSTRUCTION NEAR BOUAKE HAVE BEEN RECD. ALSO, THE AIR 
FORCE TRAING SCHOOL HAS BEEN PLANNING TO MOVE TO 
BOUAKE FOR SOME TIME. THIS IR WILL BE FOLLOWED BY 
PHOTOGRAPHIC COVERAGE OF THE PARADE. GDS-3IDEC82. UNQUOTE 
STEARNS 
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